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WASHINGTON 
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Support Growing 
For Bretton Woods 

The rosy glow of hope and enthusiasm 
that swept over Washington at the news 
of the Yalta Conference is still in the 
air. The promise of peace that came 
out of that meeting is being made into 
reality. The South American Confer- 
ence was a good starter for the San 
Francisco meeting. The awareness of 
the Fascist danger in this hemisphere 
was evident and widespread, and the 
South American countries were deter- 
mined to do something about it—spe- 
cifically to quarantine Argentina so that 
the infection so rampant there could not 
spread into the rest of the hemisphere. 

The Bretton Woods agreement to set 
up an international monetary fund to 
help reconstruct the countries of the 
world and to provide stable currencies 
for an expanded world trade is the first 
concrete piece of legislation to come be- 
fore the Senate. The American Bankers 
Association is fighting it, but it now 
looks as if the necessary majority will 
support Bretton Woods. The Treasury 
is doing a most magnificent job in edu- 
cating the public on the issues at stake, 
and has held a series of meetings here 
with national organizations, including 
the Southern Conference, to help build 
up public support for the agreement. 


The South after the last war invested 
a huge amount of money in worthless 
foreign bonds, especially through the 
Chase National Bank. Certainly, we do 
not want to see the banking interests 
again take over the direction of our en- 
tire foreign loans.. They make their 
profit on a loan whether it is good or 
bad, but the small country banks were 
left with their safes full of worthless 
foreign investments. 

The State Department is also doing a 
valuable and necessary job in educating 
public opinion on the Dumbarton Oaks 
proposals. The press of the country 
with few exceptions is likewise doing a 
splendid piece of work. The country 
seems united behind these peace pro- 
posals, but it takes two-thirds of the 
Senate to pass it, and a small group of 
men can once again wreck the people’s 
will for peace. 

(Continued on Page 4.) 








Georgia Free Vote Move 
Spreads East and West 


By John Hunt, Editor 
South Carolina Federationist 


The movement for repeal of the poll 
tax in South Carolina appears well on its 
way to victory at this writing. What 
are the forces behind it? What are its 
lessons for us and the rest of the South? 

The bare facts are these: Without any 
kind of organized public pressure within 
the state, a resolution to call a referen- 
dum for repeal of the constitutional pro- 
vision for a poll tax has been passed by 
the State Senate, with more than the 
required two-thirds majority vote. Pros- 
pects of House passage, also by the re- 
quired two-thirds majority, are called 





ALABAMA FLASH! 
Governor Sparks of Alabama is pre- 
paring to ask his State Legislature to 
repeal the poll tax when it convenes 
May 1, according to a report in the 
Birmingham Age-Herald on March 22. 
Although Sparks has not confirmed the 
story, political observers in the state 
agree that he is planning to follow the 
course of Géorgia’s Governor Arnall in 
response to the growing anti-poll tax 
sentiment in the state, voiced last month 
by Senator Lister Hill and Representa- 

tives Patrick, Rains and Sparkman. 





excellent by politicians._ Public approval 
of repeal in the referendum at the next 
general election in 1946 would enable 
legislative action putting it into effect 
at the 1947 session of the Legislature, in 
time for the 1948 presidential election. 

The action of forces much broader and 
more politically fundamental than South- 
ern liberal opinion alone is clearer here 
than perhaps anywhere else in the 
South. In Georgia, the courageous lib- 
eralism of a powerful personality, Gov- 
ernor Ellis Arnall, was a dominant fac- 
tor. In Alabama, the influence of Sena- 
tor Lister Hill and at least the rudiments 
of public pressure are apparent. But in 
South Carolina, there are no such influ- 
ences, and the answer to the anti-poll 
tax riddle must be sought behind the 
scenes, in the South’s relation to na- 
tional and world affairs. 

As best they can be seen from close 
at hand, these currents seem to be on 
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two levels. One is the growth of demo- 
cratic consciousness in the South, 
through the cumulative effect of years 
of liberal effort, and more important, 
the effect of a real war for democracy in 
forcing Southerners to think and act as : 
part of a broader national and interna- 
tional society. 

The other and more direct major in- 
fluences are repercussions of the Roose- 
velt election victory. As surface indica- 
tions, the anti-poll tax move in South 
Carolina is led by pro-Roosevelt forces 
of the last election, and by interests 
closely linked with the economic policies 
of the New Deal Administration. 

Typical of the latter is the support of 
State Senator R. M. Jefferies, head of 
South Carolina’s Little TVA, the Santee- 
Cooper Authority. The political fate of 
such men is bound to the policies of in- 
dustrial expansion, public works, social 
welfare and government-regulated econ- 
omy represented by the Roosevelt Ad- 
ministration’s program. 

Saving Face 

The election victory of this program 
as materialized in the national Demo- 
cratic Party machine, together with the 
enticing vistas opened by announced 
plans for post-war use of federal funds 
in the South, have greatly increased the 
prestige of “regular” Democratic forces 
in the South, and created among chast- 
ened opponents an accelerated tendency 
to jump on the bandwagon. A symbol of 
this compulsion is the face-saving for- 
mula unanimously used by repeal advo- 
cates: “The poll tax really doesn’t have 
any effect on voting, but it is unneces- 
sary and doesn’t help control the racial 
situation: and it is certain that if we 
don’t act, the Federal Government is 
going to force it down our throats”. 

But this plausible-sounding attitude is 
really only a false front. Back of the 
strange “voluntary” action of Southern 
politicians is a more practical urgency 
than mere face-saving preservation of 
the hollow shell of states’ rights; some- 
thing more directly connected with 
Southern suffrage than the simple desire 
of patronage-hungry politicians to in- 
gratiate themselves by such unrelated 
action. 


(Continued on Page 3.) 











TRENDS 


Fascists ‘Christian’ Pose Hit 

The brazenly un-Christian activities 
of the so-called Christian American or- 
ganization were scored by seventy-five 
Tennessee ministers this month. Con- 
demning its use of Christian and patri- 
otic symbols as a front for Fascist- 
minded crusades, the statement, by min- 
isters from every section of the state 
and from many denominations, said, “As 
Christian ministers and teachers of reli- 
gion, we condemn the use of our religion 
for attacks upon the legitimate organi- 
zations of working people, and as a 
means of weakening confidence on the 
part of all citizens in the instrumentali- 
ties of orderly and democratic proce- 
dures of collective bargaining, which are 
now part of the Federal statutes.” 





Florida Governor Beats Heat 

Organized labor in Florida is testing 
the constitutionality of anti-labor amend- 
ments to the Florida constitution. De- 
fendants named in a suit brought in the 
Florida courts included Governor Cald- 
well, Attorney General Tom Watson, 
and other officials. 

But Governor Caldwell hastily with- 
drew his name from the list of defend- 
ants, protesting that he has nothing to 
do with enforcement of the amendment. 


In this case, Caldwell appears to be a 
better lawyer than Watson. 


Gold Is Where You Find It 

“Tax the money where the money is to 
educate the children where the children 
are.” With this piquant comment the 
Fellowship of Southern Churchmen went 
on record for Federal aid to education at 
its planning conference in Knozxville, 
Tennessee. The Fellowship, composed of 
Southern ministers and teachers of re- 
ligion, laid out a progressive program 
for social action, promised cooperation 
with labor and farm agencies, endorsed 
cooperatives, and urged abolition of the 
poll tax. 


Free, But Not For All 

The poll tax has been lifted from the 
shoulders of Virginians in the armed 
services. In a statewide referendum on 
March 6, the people of Virginia voted to 
hold a constitutional convention to re- 
move poll tax and personal registration 
requirements from service personnel. 

The people of Virginia appeared ready 
to repeal the poll tax for all voters, and 
probably would have instructed the con- 
vention to abolish the tax entirely, but 
the Byrd political machine successfully 
maneuvered to restrict the referendum 
to the single issue of the soldier vote. 


2 


Taxation Without 
Representation 

Joe C. Luther, Dallas attorney and 
member of the State Democratic Execu- 
tive Committee, accompanied by two 
veterans wounded in the Normandy in- 
vasion, recently appeared before the 
Texas Senate Committee on Constitu- 
tional Amendments in behalf of a con- 
stitutional amendment to permit young 
men and women 18 years of age to vote. 

At the Senate Committee hearing 
Luther declared that if the 18-year-olds 
are old enough to pay income tax and 
fight, they are old enough to vote. The 
Dallas attorney pointed out that to deny 
these people the right to vote is “taxa- 
tion without representation. 


Southern Bloe’s Last 4 Chips 

The much-vaunted reactionary “South- 
ern bloc” in the Senate was able to 
muster only four votes against confirma- 
tion of Henry Wallace as Secretary of 
Commerce in the final vote on March 1. 
Eleven Southern senators opposed the 
nomination when it was first proposed 
by President Roosevelt. But Wallace’s 
growing popularity with the people of 
the South and the nation as leader and 
symbol of the program of full employ- 
ment and expanding economy caused sev- 
en of them to withdraw their opposition. 
Only one Democrat outside the South 
voted against Wallace. The four who 
lined up against the people as usual were 
McKellar and Stewart of Tennessee, 
Byrd of Virginia, and Christian Amer- 
ica’s O’Daniel of Texas. 


Blocking The ‘Flat Hat?’ 

At historic William and Mary College 
last month, the student body stoutly de- 
fended the cause of free speech and the 
right of a student editor to her own 
opinions. 

Miss Marilyn Kaemmerle, editor of 
the campus weekly, “Flat Hat”, wrote a 
Lincoln’s birthday’ editorial entitled 
“Lincoln’s Job Half Done” in which she 
suggested that at some future time Ne- 
groes might enter the college as stu- 
dents, and expressed the belief that last- 
ing world peace could be built on the 
basis of equality among the world’s 
races. The college board of trustees de- 
manded disciplinary action of President 
John Pomfret, who immediately sus- 
pended the paper, removed Miss Kaem- 
merle from office and announced that 
the weekly would be resumed only if 
the students accepted faculty censorship. 

In the resultant furor, the editor’s 
right of expression was upheld by the 
student body and a portion of the fac- 
ulty, but tremendous business and po- 
litical pressure in Virginia forced the 
students to accept faculty supervision 
for the paper. Miss Kaemmerle has not 
been reinstated. 
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Another County 
Heard From--- 


Sen. Hill Says: 

“The truth is that the South has a 
shortage of opportunity. Until that 
shortage is remedied millions of people 
will continue to leave the South to find 
opportunity in other sections of the 
country, and carry with them an enor- 
mous investment in the expenditures 
that have been made for their food, 
clothing, shelter and education. 

“The South has a continuing stake in 
freeing private enterprise from the 
shackles of monopoly restraints, the de- 
velopment of a transportation system 
that will permit the free flow of goods 
from region to region, the development 
of international markets, and a healthy 
flow of goods between nations. This Na- 
tion as a whole has an identical stake if 
our economy and way of life are to be 
preserved.” 

—Sen. Hill of Alabama, 
speaking to the Senate. 


Professor Dobie Says: 

“To achieve tranquility at the Uni- 
versity of Texas, put your mind to sleep, 
put your conscience to sleep, put all 
ideas of the right of mankind and of the 
profound meanings of democracy to 
sleep. Perfect yourself in the cunning 
of circumlocution, and prove to farmers 
out on 40-acre patches that their best 
friend has always been Wall Street and 
that their worst enemy is organized la- 
bor. 

“Never intimate that Capital is or- 
ganized, and dress up Greed in the ver- 
bal clothes of States’ Rights ... roll 
out pious phrases about the sacred Con- 
sti-tu-tion. Keep your head down so 
that you will not be caught pondering on 
the motto ... across the lintel of the 
university’s main building: ‘Ye shall 
know the truth, the truth shall make 
you free.’ ”—Professor J. Frank Dobie, 

University of Texas. 


Dean Smith Says: 

“Whatever you do through labor or- 
ganization, justice being always pre- 
served, to obtain better wages and work- 
ing conditions and justice for your mem- 
bers, you are doing God’s work. The 
objects of labor unions with which the 
church agrees are as follows: a just and 
living wage, the right to strike as pos- 
sibly the ultimate means at times to ob- 
tain justice, the right to a closed shop 
as a means of strengthening and pro- 
tecting the union, an age limit for child 
labor, and equal pay for equal work, re- 
gardless of sex or color.” 

—Dean Andrew C. Smith, S.J., 
Springhill College, 
Molute, Ala. 
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South Carolina -- 
(Continued from Page 1.) 


The truth must be that the National 
Democratic Party, for its own reasons, is 
using its strengthened prestige for re- 
forms in Southern suffrage. Southern 
politicians may not be entirely aware of 
what is going out but they are acting 
neither voluntarily or haphazardly. They 
are being moved by the political neces- 
sities of their national party. 

There are good reasons. One is the 
importance to the Democratic Party for 
the 1948 elections of the Negro vote in 
pivotal states, where that vote would 
like to follow the Party’s national poli- 
cies of enduring peace, full employment 
and expanding economy, but is alienated 
from the Democratic label by Southern 
disfranchisement. Another is the ne- 
cessity of strengthening and unifying 
the Democratic Party nationally by 
electing Representatives and Senators 
from the South who are in sympathy 
with the Party program to fill the seats 
of some of the present incumbents who 
run as Democrats at home in order to 
be able to continue voting Republican 
on Capitol Hill. 

This is the key to the new “voluntary” 
moves toward liberalization of Southern 
suffrage. The Solid South must be kept 
solid if the political fate of the national 
Democratic Party and its Southern lead- 
ers is to be assured. Thousands of 
Southern whites must be enfranchised, 
and great concessions must be made to 
Negroes, (including probably at least 
tacit consent to piecemeal invasion of 
the white primary.) 

The bold action against the poll tax in 
South Carolina and Georgia constitutes 
a pattern which is ready for repetition 
in many fields all over the South— 
suffrage reforms, wages, fair unemploy- 
ment practices, Negro citizenship rights. 
It is for us to search them out and sup- 
ply whatever added ounce of force may 
be needed to set them in motion. 


—Reprinted from the Labor Journal. 


Texas Democratic Leaders Fight 
Against Outlawing Negro Votes 


Anti-democratic efforts to evade the 
United States Supreme Court’s decision 
outlawing the white primary have made 
little progress in most Southern states. 


™ Leaders of the Lone-Star State Dem- 
ocratic Party itself have taken the lead 
to prevent passage of Texas Senate Bill 
165 which attempts to evade the white 
primary decision by divorcing the party 
election machinery from all state regu- 
lation and control. The bill, supported 
by the Texas Regulars, would permit a 
return to the old machine system of 
nominating candidates for office by 
hand-picked steam roller conventions. 
Senator J. Franklin Spears is leading 
the fight against the Bill, which has 
been sent back to Committee for a pub- 
lic hearing. 


At a meeting of the Florida State 
Democratic Executive Council, Governor 
Millard F. Caldwell stated that “whether 
the Supreme Court’s decisions are right 
or wrong, their decisions are the law”. 

Only in Arkansas, South Carolina and 
Georgia have the state legislatures tak- 


‘en action to drop all mention of pri- 


mary regulations from the State laws. 
In Georgia, State Senator J. Roy Mc- 
Ginty took the floor in a dramatic plea 
that the constitutional provisions be 
kept. “I have full confidence in the 
judgment of the people, and when I say 
people, I mean all the people,” he said. 

In Nétth Carolina, Kentucky, Tennes- 
see, Virginia and Oklahoma, Negroes 
are permitted to cast Democratic bal- 
lots. 


dé. 





Georgia Editor Decries Evasion of Constitution 


From the Macon (Ga.) Daily News 


The cynical proposal of Speaker of 
the Georgia House of Representatives, 
Roy Harris to circumvent the constitu- 
tion and the laws in order to preserve 
the state’s white primary, is not a pleas- 
ant thing for a good citizen to contem- 
plate. 

Last year the supreme court of the 
United States decided that the exclusion 
of Negroes from the primaries in Texas 
was a violation of the 15th amendment 
to the federal constitution, which pro- 
vides that the right of citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged on account of race or color. 

There can be no doubt in any unpreju- 
diced mind that this decision is right or 
that it has the same application in Geor- 
gia that it has in Texas. In both states 
there is no two-party system, the pri- 
maries are the real elections, and exclu- 
sion of Negroes from primaries is meant* 
to be, and is, denial of the right to vote 
on account of race or color. 

Mr. Harris and other southern politi- 
cians know this, and their concern is not 
to abide by the law, but to evade it; not 
to do right, but to do wrong and get 
away with it. 

No other inference is possible from 
Harris’ explanation of the Georgia 
scheme to the constitutional amendments 
committee of the house. 

First, he says, it is proposed to elimi- 
nate all reference to primaries in the 
new constitution; this for the purpose 
of the utmost elasticity in evading what- 
ever decision the supreme court may ren- 
der in prospective litigation from Geor- 


- gia. 


Then in order to carry out the idea, 
Mr. Harris reveals, in language that 


makes Machiavelli look like a_ piker, 
what will be done further to nullify any 
such decision. He says: 

“The way we plan to work it we will 
leave our primary laws intact after re- 
moving the constitutional reference, 
then if at the next primary some Negro 
carries his troubles to court, we go right 
on and hold our primary, and by the 
time he gets a decision it will be too late ° 
for him to vote. 

If our system is held nonconstitutional 
at the next session, we will change the 
law at the next session of the legislature 
—but only by a period or comma. We 
will hold our primary just as white as 
a clean sheet. 

If the supreme court invalidates that 
law too, then we will rewrite it again 
for the next primary. That will go on 
ad infinitum!” 

Thus no complaint can ever get a de- 
cision on the merits. The question is not 
what or just or decent, or even what a 
law is. The effort will be solely to evade 
and circumvent the constitution and the 
law by a lot of hypocritical shenanigan. 

We can’t go in this state denying po- 
litical rights to large parts of the popu 
lation while we are beating our breasts 
out about our country’s effort to make 
democracy effective in all the world. 

Our lip service to democracy is sheer 
mockery until we can show enough good 
faith to observe both in letter and spirit 
the provisions of the 15th amendment to 
the constitution of the United States. 
Whether our politicians know it or not, 
Georgia is now in the union and the con- 
stitution of the United States is the su- 
preme law of the land, including Geor- 
gia. The observance of all its provi- 
sions is right. And no state or people 
can go wrong by doing right! 
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Nearly everyone was delighted to see 
Henry Wallace finally confirmed as Sec- 
retary of Commerce. The morning he 
was sworn in by Justice Black of Ala- 
bama was like a holiday. Mr. Wallace 
is a great friend of the South and of 
the Southern people. He both likes and 
admires us, and wants very much to 
help us keep what industries have come 
South during the war, and help the 
South get more industries after the war. 

The battle is still on over Aubrey Wil- 
liams, and his chances don’t look so 
bright at the moment. The real issue in 
the campaign against him is that the 
private power companies know he will 
extend the rural lines everywhere they 
are needed, while they want the terri- 
tory saved for them when they get 
around to it. Of course, that might be 
fifty years from now and the people have 
to live in darkness all that time. Para- 
phrasing the tories’ battlecries of yester- 
year—“‘rum, Romanism and rebellion,” 
the power company spokesmen are using 
the usual reactionary tdctic of obscur- 
ing the real issue with cries of “race, 
radicalism and religion”. As the Amer- 
ican people become more politically lit- 
erate, they are beginning to see through 
the smoke screens that are raised up to 
hide the real issues. 





—Reprinted from Ammunition. 


In Congress, the campaign to pass the 
Anti-Poll-Tax Bill is under way. The 
first job is to get the Bill from the Ju- 
diciary Committee to the floor of the 
House, by petition. Already over 100 
Congressmen have signed Discharge Pe- 
tition No. 1, but a majority, 218, are 
needed. Letters and post cards to your 
Congressmen will do the trick. 

The President won a great victory at 
Yalta in getting the Allies to agree on 
FREE and secret elections in all the lib- 
erated countries. America stands before 
the world as the champion of the demo- 
cratic method. We must win the right 
of FREE and secret elections in the 
South! 
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Letters to The PATRIOT 








Arkansas Traveler 
To the Editor: 

I have just returned home from at- 
tending the Arkansas State Legislature 
where we defeated the proposed En- 
abling Act to the Freedom to Work 
Amendment sponsored by the “Christian 
American Bund”, and all other legisla- 
tion directed at labor by that organiza- 
tion. We made a clean sweep of the 
whole thing, so I doubt if we will be 
bothered with them in this state in the 
future, as their contributors got noth- 
ing for their money this time, and they 
spent plenty. 

We had a copy of your PATRIOT for 
December and your articles were help- 
ful. Our Joint Labor Legislative Com- 
mittee was composed of representatives 
of the four Railway Brotherhoods and 
the Legislative Committee of the Ar- 
kansas State Federation of Labor. I 
was the Chairman of the Committee and 
had wonderful support from my fellow 
workers. 

CHARLES A BOGER, 
Fort Smith, Arkansas. 


Living Memorials 
To the Editor: 

In a short time counties, cities and 
towns will be planning monuments and 
honors to those who have served these 
communities in the defense of the Na- 
tion. Will they take the form of cold 
marble or bronze memorials of a past 
war in shapes of obelisks, tombstones or 
arches? Those who died that our way 
of life should survive would have want- 
ed to come back to a country freed from 
the tragic living conditions of starva- 
tion, ignorance, poor housing and poor 
community resources. In the memorial 
tributes we raise to them, these ideals 
eventually can be realized. How much 
better to memorialize these heroes by 
erecting and naming after them, memo- 
rial hospitals, nursery schools, play- 
fields, playgrounds, gymnasia, libraries, 
bowling alleys, stadia, swimming pools 
and in uncountable other ways, living 
memorials that will keep alive and use- 
ful the memory of these .boys who have 
paid the supreme’ sacrifice. 

Individuals or communities interested 
in Living War Memorials can get expert 
advice and plans by writing to: 

Information Service, Office of Com- 

munity War Services 

Social Security Building 

Washington 25, D. C. 

EDWIN B. HENDERSON, 
Falls Church, Virginia. 


The Real ‘Right To Work’ 
To the Editor: 

During my residence of something 
more than a year, just past, in eastern 
Tennessee, I had occasion to visit some 
of the incompleted TVA dams. It is 
hardly possible to write of them without 
devoting a column or two to eulogy of 
this magnificent work, but in this in- 
stance I merely want to tell you about 
a seventeen-year-old boy at one of the 
dams. 

He was a young Negro, and his job 
was to stand on the high roadway along 
which cars of concrete are carried to the 
cranes, and control the movement of the 
cranes by hand signaling. Wearing 
large white gloves, and holding his hands 
close to each other, he made only the 
slightest motions, but every time his 
hands moved an inch or two this way or 
that, the engineers far above him swung 
the crane according to his signals, and 
the huge container of concrete respond- 
ed far below. Finally it dropped into 
just the right position and spilled its 
contents, which were then spread by a 
group of workmen. 

This young chap was so intent on his 
work that he didn’t see anybody. But 
the engineer who was conducting us 
around the dam watched him for a few 
moments and remarked: 

“That boy wouldn’t trade places with 
the President of the United States. His 
job is the biggest thing in the world.” 

Any young man, regardless of race, 
would have felt the same way about it. 
To be able, by a trifling movement of 
the hands, not only to control a gigantic 
mechanism, but to convey directions to 
other men and to have responsibility for 
the safety of fellow workmen, satisfies 
some of the deepest cravings in the 
heart of a human being. The pleasure 
of this Negro boy was doubled and re- 
doubled by the fact that the satisfac- 
tion of his feeling of human dignity was 
so foreign to his experience elsewhere. 
He experienced here all that was denied 
him in his daily life off the job—in his 
housing, his schooling, his recreation, 
his right to travel, his relations with 
men of another race. 

The thought I was left with was that 
he, and other like him, have as good a 
right as anybody else to do work of 
which they can be proud, and that once 
this right is admitted and established, 
the “race problem” will be so far along 
on the way to settlement that it will 
hardly be called a problem. 

IRVING BRANT, 
Washington, D. C. 
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From the Southern Press 


For Federal Aid 


The Asheville, N. C. Citizen 


Last night in New York Dr. Frank P. 
Graham, addressing the Southern Con- 
ference for Human Welfare (it was a 
dinner meeting in honor of Mrs. Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt), appropriately set forth 
a program for welfare in the South and 
throughout the nation. ; 

The President of the State Univer- 
sity, who is also a member of the War 
Labor Board, called for “elimination of 
freight-rate differentials, reduction of 
the tariff, elimination of the poll tax as 
a prerequisite for voting, fair employ- 
ment practices, federal aid to the states 
for the public schools without federal 
control, and federal aid to the states for 
the construction of local hospitals and 
rural health centers under a state-wide 
medical commission.” 

Federal aid to public schools, without 
federal control of schools: this is the 
only sound program for aid in this field. 

In the Southern States particularly, 
Dr. Graham reminds his audience, there 
are some economic handicaps that ought 
not to be borne by any region—tariff, 
freight rates burdening especially the 
development of new industries for fin- 
ished articles, a school problem peculiar 
because of South’s larger school popu- 
lation and its lesser wealth. 

Federal aid to public health long has 
been a program cherished by Mr. Roose- 
velt, and Congressional committees have 
done no small amount of work on the 
proposal. It might come into reality in 
good time to supplement North Caro- 
lina’s somewhat delayed advance toward 
expanded medical care for all its people. 





South Prospers When All Get 
Fair Chanee, SCHW Tells Senate 


The following testimony in support of a permanent Fair Employment Practices 
Commission was presented by Dr. Clark Foreman to the Senate Committee on Educa- 


tion and Labor March 18, 1945: 


As an organization of more than 3,000 
Southern leaders interested in the eco- 
nomic, educational and democratic de- 
velopment of the 13 southern states, the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare 
is concerned with prevalent practices of 
discrimination in employment. 

We recognize that the general welfare 
of any region depends upon the use that 
is made of its manpower. We believe 
that discrimination against any section 
of the population harms the entire pop- 
ulation. Second-class citizenship or caste 
preferment for jobs is undemocratic and 
threatens the freedom of all of us. 

Welfare of All 


We know that the economic prosperity 
of the south depends upon the economic 
and educational welfare of its Negro 
citizens as well as its white citizens. 
In 1940 there were 9,291,792 in the 138 
southern states, representing 25% of our 
population. 

During the war many of our Negro 
citizens have received a chance to use 
their full abilities in industrial jobs for 
the first time. In this same period we 
have witnessed advancements of from 
50 to more than 100% in average per 
capita income in every southern state. 
At no other time in history have the 
southern states been so prosperous and 
our merchants and small businessmen 
throughout the South recognize that 
much of this prosperity is the result of 


the greater earnings of our Negro citi- . 


zens. They realize now, as never before, 
that the prosperity of the South depends 
directly on the increase in the purchas- 
ing power of its people—all of its peo- 
ple. 

Out of Proportion 


While many thousands of Negroes 


‘have found industrial employment in al- 


most every Southern city, there is no 
city where they have been employed in 
numbers commensurate with their pro- 
portion of the population. 

There follow figures showing the per- 
centage of Negro population (1940) in 
selected Southern cities and the per- 
centage of Negro employment in war 
industries for these same cities (Nov., 
1944): 

Population Employed 


Richmond, Va. ---~ 31.7 29.0 
Jacksonville, Fla. __ 35.7 18.3 
Fort Worth, Texas_ 14.2 74 
New Orleans, La.__ 30.1 19.7 
Birmingham, Ala. — 40.7 37.9 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 28.4 14.6 
Dallas, Texas ~_--- 17.1 8.0 
Houston, Texas -__ 22.4 11.5 


Long Way To Go 


These figures represent sizable in- 
creases over pre-war Negro employ- 
ment, but the gaps between percentage 
of employment and population are am- 
ple evidence that we do have a long way 
to go. And though we are thankful for 
the inroads made on discrimination in 
hiring, there is still a gigantic task to 
break down discrimination on the job 
and in firing. Advancements in position 
for Negro workers are not guaranteed 
by the fact of their employment, and 
protection for them and other minorities 
will provide a most important function 
for the proposed Fair Employment Prac- 
tices Commission. 

Nor do the foregoing figures represent 
all the industries of the South. The 
greatest of Southern industries—the 
textile industry—still uses very little 
Negro manpower and excludes Negroes 
from skilled jobs. This same industry, 
it is well to note, has made constant de- 
mands on the War Manpower Commis- 
sion for additional help in the manufac- 
ture of its vital goods, while refusing to 
avail itself of the large reservoir of Ne- 
gro citizens. 

_ FEPC Is Needed Now 

The broad support of business, labor, 
agriculture, and professional groups for 
the establishment of a Fair Employment 
Practices Commission is testimony to 
the need. Proposals for additional study 
and for advisory commissions are sub- 
terfuges by those who would retard the 
economic development of the Nation, di- 
vide labor, and hinder the progress of 
some of our racial and religious minori- 
ties. 

A permanent FEPC, guaranteeing 
equal opportunity for those with equal 
training and experience, irrespective of 
race, religion, national origin, creed, and 
the other qualities which put every 
American into one or more minority 
groups, is an important step on the way 
to genuine equality of opportunity. 

Basic Social Security 

The Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare views the establishment of a 
permanent FEPC as basic social se- 
curity. It is essential to the security of 
individuals in racial, religious, and for- 
eign origin groups, and in that it pro- 
tects our Nation from those practices 
which foster disunity and hatred, it is a 
measure for national defense. It is an 
elemental need if we are to build the 
economy of the South in accordance with 
its great natural resources and its wealth 
of strong manpower. 

o 
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‘THE HOPE OF THE SOUTH’ 


Excerpts from a speech before the Georgia Academy of Political and Social Sciences 
by Mark Ethridge, Publisher, Louisville Courier-Journal. 


The simple thesis which I want to 
expound is that the Southern reaction- 
ary senators ... are first, ignoring or 
violating the will of the people as al- 
ready expressed; two, that they are vot- 
ing against the immediate and long- 
term interests of the South; and three, 
that their attitude and political philoso- 
phy will lead the South further into eco- 
nomic disaster and into a more marked 
degree of political impotence. I hope to 
be able to prove that an aggressive lib- 
eralism, a disposition to move ahead 
rather than resist progress, is the only 
thing that can save the South from a 
further decline into poverty, illiteracy 
and backwardness, when the post-war 
boom is over. 

State of the South 

Let us face realistically that the 
South has the nation’s most acute race 
problem; the highest percentage of ab- 
sentee ownership ...; the greatest de- 
gree of political autarchy, in that only 
30 per cent of our people vote as against 
77 per cent in the rest of the country; 
that we have the highest percentage of 
illiteracy; the highest rate of tenancy; a 
per capita income 60 per cent of the 
East’s; that we are penalized on freight 
rates and that our health conditions are 
the nation’s poorest. 

If we concede these things, then we 
must concede that they can not be cured 
by a static or defensive or a let-us- 
alone attitude. They must be met by an 
imagination that encompasses the fed- 
eral government’s helping to balance 
economy in this country. ... 

People Ahead of Their Leaders 

Every Gallup poll that has been taken 
shows the Southerner much less illiberal 
than most of his political leaders. It is, 
moreover, a fact that in no primary and 
in no election in the South last year in 
which the New Deal was the issue, did 
it lose. . . 

In Texas, where the revolt centered, 
the so-called regulars, who had been able 
to seize the convention, nevertheless got 
less than 100,000 votes, against 600,000 
for the Roosevelt Democrats. There 
was, as somebody said, much less rabble 
to rouse than they thought. Martin 
Dies, Nat Patton and Richard Kleberg 
went out of the House fighting Roose- 
velt in Texas; Rayburn, Patman and 
Lyndon Johnson won easily as straight 
New Deal proponents. In Mississippi, a 
quickly summoned legislature quickly 
beat down the revolt. In Oklahoma, 
Stigler was reelected and Disney defeat- 
ed on a straight New Deal issue. In 
Arkansas the progressives put Full- 
bright in the Senate and Laney into the 
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governorship. 

In Alabama, the reactionaries threw 
their money and their power at Lister 
Hill in a tough and bitter campaign and 
he won. Joe Starnes lost his seat be- 
cause he was anti-administration. In 
Florida, Pepper was fought by an articu- 
late, well-financed and powerful Byrd- 
for-President movement and won han- 
dily in a primary against three other 
candidates. In Georgia the senatorial 
election went by default, but Arnall ex- 
pressed the innate liberalism of this state 
both at Chicago and in his subsequent 
programs. 

Reactionaries Have No Excuse 

In South Carolina, “Cotton Ed” Smith 
was defeated by Olin Johnston, who, 
with all his faults and prejudices, yet 
espoused the New Deal cause openly. 
North Carolina retired Bob Reynolds, 
and a revolt in his organization troubles 
Byrd in Virginia. In Tennessee, Priest, 
Gore and Kefauver, all followers of the 
President, won against heavy financing 
and strong opponents. I repeat, there 
is nothing in the political history of the 
South for the past year to give any 
Southern Senate reactionary the argu- 
ment that in fighting the administration 
and all it has stood for, he is expressing 
the will of the people. There is no argu- 
ment, no comfort for him in the pri- 
maries of last year. Even with all its 
voting restrictions, the South votes lib- 
eral when the issue is clearly made. One 
hope we have is that our young men will 
not have to feel bound to a dead past or 
subservient to or sympathetic with pow- 
erful interests which have been too ac- 
tive and too influential in politics. 

Voters See Best Interest 

I believe, and I like to believe, that 
the primaries are a case of the voter’s 
instinct telling him that his best interest 
lies in the progressive approach to 
Southern problems—to problems of eco- 
nomics, labor, agriculture, race, educa- 
tion and health and all the other things 
that concern us—because I believe deep- 
ly that in any other approach lies dis- 
aster. 

In everything I have said about the 
problems of the South, there is implicit 
the necessity for a vigorous and pro- 
gressive approach. But we have not had 
and do not have that type of approach. 
. .. Senator George voted against the 
Wagner Bill to set up low cost housing; 
he was instrumental in shelving the bill 
for federal aid to education; Senator 
George voted against the wages and 
hours bill; against the anti-labor spy 
bill; for the ineffectual Smith-Connally 
Act; for the Social Security freeze, 


against cloture to bring the poll tax to 
a vote and against higher taxes on cor- 
porations in the last tax bill. Beyond 
any of that, although the Atlanta Fed- 
eral Reserve Board said, in effect, that 
the development of this region must be 
planned, Senator George was one of 
those who led the fight in the Senate to 
kill the National Resources Planning 
Board. He emerged from that fight as 
chairman of the Senate’s postwar plan- 
ning committee. If it has done any 
planning, I am not aware of it. 


Picture of a Southern Tory 

I am not singling out Senator George 
for any sinister purpose. I am giving 
you the picture of any Southern reac- 
tionary—of Senator Byrd, of Senator 
Bailey, of Senator McKellar. The hope 
of the South does not lie in men like 
that. They do not represent what its 
people are thinking and they do not dare 
advocate the extension of democracy and 
take their chances on what the people 
are thinking. . . . The Southern tory is 
the most reactionary man in America; 
he adds to his economic bourbonism a 
dismaying cynicism toward civil rights 
and the democratic process. .. . 

The hope of the South is in men like 
Wallace who are ready to fight the cen- 
tralization which has been a curse to all 
sections of this country except the East; 
who are ready to use the credit and re- 
sources of this country to develop still 
more resources in the regions. It lies in 
governors like Arnall, who is willing to 
fight in the Supreme Court, in the legis- 
lature and before the people for his con- 
victions and his section; in senators like 
Pepper and Hill, who are willing to 
carry the fight against reaction, and in 
a dozen young congressmen from the 
South who have broken through the 
domination of political machines and 
won by direct appeal to their people. 
The people have demonstrated that they 
are eager for that leadership. 





Government of You, By Us, 
For...? 

The Charleston, (S. C.) News and 
Courier has been busy thinking up new 
suggestions for the welfare of our coun- 
try. We quote its latest effort; entitled 
“The Only Intelligent Course”; “The con- 
stitution of South Carolina should be 
amended to abolish universal suffrage, 
to abolish democracy, in order that vot- 
ing be confined to persons who are in 
fact qualified by possession of property 
worth $500 and (or) the possession of 
other evidences of competency to cast an 
intelligent ballot,” 
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The Patriot Salutes 
Clark Foreman 


By Mary Braggiotti 
(Reprinted by Permission of New York Post.) 


“It’s much easier for people to see that their investments 
are menaced than that democracy is menaced.” 

This bit of cynicism was tossed off by Dr. Clark Howell 
Foreman in his high-ceilinged, temporary office in the Murray 
Hill Hotel yesterday. Dr. Foreman, a Georgian born and bred, 
is president of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, 
which is sponsoring a bang-up dinner at the Hotel Commo- 
dore Tuesday evening, with Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt as 
guest of honor. 

It will be the first time that the Conference, initiator in 
1938 of the first federal action on the abolition of the poll tax, 
has ventured north of Washington. Dr. Foreman, in dulcet 
Atlanta accents modified by a considerable amount of time 
spent above the Mason-Dixon line and in Europe, explained 
why his organization is finally invading the North. 

Sees South’s Progressives Left to Shift for Selves 

“The reactionaries of the North have no hesitation in help- 
ing the reactionaries of the South,” he said, “but the pro- 
gressives of the North leave the progressives of the South to 
shift for themselves. 

“The Southern Conference for Human Welfare was first 
called in 1938 as an answer to the Natjonal Emergency Coun- 
cil’s report on the economic conditions of the South.” (Dr. 
Foreman, then state director for Georgia of the NEC, was 
initiator and editor of that report.) “You'll remember that at 
that time President Roosevelt called the South the nation’s 
number one economic problem. The Conference immediately 
initiated a program of full employment and full civil rights 
for all citizens, white and Negro. 

“The people of the South are progressively minded,” he 
went on after time out to light a precious cigaret, “but they’ve 
been too often double-crossed in their leadership. They elect 
a man on a progressive platform and when he gets in he turns 
out to be the same old conservative. If the South has the 
chance to reach the economic level of the rest of the country, 
most of its problems—which spring from the fact that the 
average cash income is less than one-half that of the rest of 
the country—will disappear.” 

Dr. Foreman feels the Conference has made substantial 
progress since its first meeting in Birmingham, Ala. It has 
held two biennial meetings since then. In 1938 the late Con- 
gressman Lee Geyer of California introduced the first anti- 
poll tax bill in Congress, with “This bill is introduced at the 
request of the Southern Conference for Human Welfare” 
written into it. 

The Civil Rights Committee, which started the poll tax 
fight as part of the Conference, has now sprouted into the 
National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax. A recent tri- 
umph was Georgia’s abolition of the poll tax a few weeks ago. 
His Grandfather Editor of Atlanta Constitution 

Clark Foreman was born in Atlanta in 1902, the third of 
four brothers. His father was a business man, his grand- 
father editor of the Atlanta Constitution. Both his grand- 
fathers, he stated without allowing too much pride to betray 
itself in his voice, fought in the Confederate Army. 

Foreman believes it was a lynching he saw during his 
under-graduate days at the University of Georgia that first 
made him vividly conscious of the South’s dire problems. 

“TI was terribly shocked,” he remarked, “but I didn’t think 
there was anything I could do about it.” 

By one of those curious turns of fate, he didn’t find out 
that he could do something about it until several wears later 





—Photo by John DeBiase, Reprinted by permission of PM. 


on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean. He was graduated 
from the University of Georgia at 19, then went to Harvard 
for a year, which he followed up with a year at the London 
School of Economics. 

He Became Secretary of Georgia Committee 

“In London,” he said, “I was given a book to review for 
the college paper. It was Christianity and the Race Problem, 
by G. H. Oldham, and it described the work of the Inter-Racial 
Commission in Atlanta. When I read about the Commission 
I decided I’d like to come back and get a job with it.” 

And that’s exactly what he did—after a year’s travel in 
Europe, during which he spent an interval teaching school in 
Germany. 

His subsequent career included responsible positions with 
the Phelps-Stokes Fund and the Julius Rosenwald Fund, in 
both of which he was concerned with educational work in the 
South. In the late 1920’s he won his M. A. at Columbia Uni- 
versity and in 1932 his Ph.D. at Columbia’s Faculty of Political 
Science. After another year in Europe he came back and 
wrote a book, “The New Internationalism.” He has co-au- 
thored two more books, “The Consumer Seeks a Way” (1934), 
and “Total Defense” (1940). 

On his return to America in 1933 he became advisor on 
race problems to Secretary Ickes—and is proud that he had 
what he believes was the first Negro secretary in Washington. 
In 1935 Ickes appointed him director of the Power Division 
of the Public Works Administration and after five years of 
that he became director of Defense Housing for the Federal 
Works Agency. , 

He has been president of the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare since 1942, and, since last June, secretary 
of the National Citizens’ Political Action Committee. 

Early in the war Foreman spent eight months in England 
on a special mission for the Navy. He wasn’t permitted to 
join the Navy and wear a uniform, he explained with a grin, 
because he’s color blind—but literally. 
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Hugo Black To 
Reeeive SCHW 
Award at Dinner 


The wife of the President, the Vice- 
President, eight cabinet members, two 
Supreme Court justices, many Senators 
and Congressmen, and dozens of promi- 
nent Washington officials, Northerners 
and Southerners, will join the Southern 
Conference next month in honoring Su- 
preme Court Justice Hugo Black. 

At a dinner on April 3 at the Statler 
Hotel in Washington, Justice Black will 
receive the Southern Conference’s Thom- 
as Jefferson Award, given bi-annually to 
a Southerner who has rendered out- 
standing service to the nation. 

Justice Black received the Confer- 
ence’s first Jefferson Award in 1938, 
for his work in the Senate. Other re- 
cipients of the Award include Dr. W. W. 
Alexander, Dr. Frank P. Graham, and 
Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune. 

Senator Alben Barkley will be toast- 
master for the affair. The dinner com- 
mittee includes: Oscar L. Chapman, 
Harry S. Truman, Elbert D. Thomas, 
Barney Whatley, Mary McLeod Bethune, 
Jerome Frank, Henry A. Wallace, Msgr. 
John A. Ryan, William H. Hastie, Frank 
P. Graham, Lowell Mellett. 

Among the several hundred sponsors 
are: Mrs.. Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ed- 
ward R. Stettinius, Henry Morgenthau, 
Harold Ickes, Frances Perkins, Francis 
Biddle, Frank C. Walker, James For- 
restal, Claude Wickard, Frank Murphy, 
William Douglas, Chester Bowles, Will 
Clayton, A. B. Chandler, Claude Pepper, 
Wayne Morse, Josephus Daniels, George 
Mitchell, William L. Dawson, George 
Googe, William Green, Philip Murray, 
Leon Henderson, David Lilienthal, 
Charles S. Johnson, Fredric March, Mir- 
iam Hopkins, Lucy Randolph Mason, 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Drew Pear- 
son, Rabbi Stephen Wise, Paul Robeson, 
Fred M. Vinson, Scott Lucas, Robert 
Wagner, James Mead. 





WFA Head Speaks 


Speaking at the March meeting of 
SCHW’s Washington Chapter, War Food 
Administrator Marvin Jones declared for 
“a dead level of opportunity for every 
citizen” and defended the use of so- 
called subsidy programs to restore bal- 
ance in the agricultural economy. 

Asserting that for 100 years the na- 
tional economy had been thrown out of 
balance by a protected industry with- 
out compensating provision for surplus 
agricultural production, Judge Jones 
justified agricultural action programs as 
intended to “bring Government up” to 
its early principle ef equal opportunity. 
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‘Aid to South is Aid to Nation’ 
Mrs. Roosevelt Tells the North 


1,100 enthusiastic guests joined the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare 
in honoring Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- 
velt at a dinner at the Commodore Ho- 
tel, New York City, on March 6. In 
addition to Mrs. Roosevelt, speakers in- 
cluded Dr. Homer P. Rainey, ex-Presi- 
dent of the University of Texas; Roscoe 
Dunjee, publisher of the Oklahoma 
Black Dispatch; Dr. Frank P. Graham, 
President of the University of North 
Carolina; and Dr. Clark Foreman, Presi- 
dent of the Southern Conference. 


Pointing out that the problems of the 
South directly affect the welfare of the 
nation and the world, the speakers unit- 
ed in declaring that opportunities must 
be equalized for all Americans. 

Citing the example of cooperation be- 
tween reactionaries in North and South, 
the speakers called for a powerful coali- 
tion of Northern and Southern liberals 
to work for the nation. Appealing for 


cooperation between races, Dr. Graham 
observed that “it takes both white keys 
and black keys on the piano to play 
‘The Star-Spangled Banner’ ”. 

Senator Claude Pepper of Florida 
wired the meeting: 

“Will you convey my congratulations 
to the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare for its many accomplishments 
and my best wishes for its future work. 
It is my considered opinion that con- 
tinued forward progress of the South is 
bound up with the enactment of our ad- 
ministration’s great program of estab- 
lishing a firm and lasting peace and of 
developing an economy with jobs, health, 
education and security for all, thus a 
program for the South is a program for 
the nation. 

“I know that the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare will continue its mil- 
itant efforts to serve the South and 
through a greater South help to build 
a better nation and a better world.” 


—Photo by Federated Press. 


At the dinner, left to right: Mrs. Roosevelt, Miss Dorothy Parker, R. J. Thomas, 


Mrs. Marshall Field. 
SCHW In The News 


The Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare is news these days. Both the 
President and the Executive Secretary 
of the Conference have written articles 
for liberal weeklies—see “Georgia Kills 
the Poll Tax” by Clark Foreman, in the 
New Republic of February 26, and “The 
New South on the March” by James 
Dombrowski in The Nation of March 3. 
In addition, the New York dailies, PM 
and the Post, printed informal inter- 
views with Clark Foreman early in 
March. Mrs. Roosevelt mentioned the 
Conference in her column “My Day” on 
March 8. And, most recent notice, na- 
tionally syndicated columnist Samuel 
Grafton, remarked the increasing politi- 
cal influence of the Conference. 
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